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PO Box 13055 El Paso, TX 79913 Animal Rescue League of El Paso is a No-Kill Shelter
Shelter located at and a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization.
7256 La Junta, Canutillo, TX 79853 All animals are spayed/neutered prior to adoption

It's a Wonderful Life

It would be hard to imagine that at least one time in your life, you have not seen the classic holi-
day movie “ It's a Wonderful Life”. A story about one man’s struggle to overcome a desperate
situation and questioning the validity of his life and contribution to the those around him. And yet,
when he’s forced to take a step back and look at his life from the outside, he realizes that things
are not as bad as he once thought. He has made a difference and his life does hold love, value,
friendship and importance.

In just a few short weeks, we will begin our 15th year. Doing our rescue work has never been
easy. Money to keep going is always very much needed especially now, animals still arrive in
very bad shape, unwanted litters are still born, and those we cannot save always live within us.
365 days of each year, twice each day we must feed, medicate, scoop poop, do laundry, wash
dishes and watch over the animals in our care. We look after animals that we know would make
great pets yet live at our shelter month after month and sometimes year after year only knowing
the care and friendship of our volunteers and staff. We must listen to people who get angry be-
cause we cannot take their pet or an animal they have found and do not want to listen to the fact
that we have no room or do not want to hear our suggestions on other ways we could help. On
those darkest of days when emotional and financial burdens like we’re experiencing now seem to
hard to overcome, we must step back and ask the question, “ What if we had not been here all
these years? Would anything really be any different?”

It's the belief and support of our friends that remind us that yes, though stressful and hard, the
work we lovingly do day in and day out has and continues to have meaning and is very much
worthwhile. The happiness of seeing a pet get adopted and knowing that you have made a dif-
ference in the life of the pet and the new family is a great feeling. Seeing an animal turn the cor-
ner from illness and knowing that they will be okay is a great feeling. Hearing from families about
what a difference their adopted pet has made to them and knowing you found them a forever
home is a great feeling. Watching children become involved and understand about the lifelong
responsibility of being compassionate and caring about animals is a great feeling. And watching
an animal that has been with you for a long time, finally find their forever home is a feeling that
cannot be measured.

So when we take a step back, realize that the work we do is and continues to have an impact on
those around us, realize we wouldn’'t have met all the good friends we have like you and finally
looking around and realizing we are surrounded by beautiful loving animals that we've had the
privilege of giving a second chance to, we realize ...It's a wonderful life.



Dog Town

We were contacted by the representatives from National Geographic to let us know that our episode on “Dog Town”
had been postponed to 2010. We still don’t know the exact date of airing, but will let you know as soon as we do.
Watch our website www.arlep.org for the announcement, or better yet, sign up for the e-newsletter and you'll be the
first to know about all kinds of things happening at ARL !

Happy Endings— from time to time we get great updates on the pets that have been adopted from our
shelter. We’d like to share these two with you. You can read more stories on www.arlep.org

“| wanted to update you all on Skittles, thessghiaBapted mid-
September. Since his adoption we have chang®ae Iis Riley and
- he has been soo great. He is a fun-loving dogewithsweet heart
and we couldn't be happier! He loves runningarisumelv backyard
chasing his squeaky toys and going on walkeightmarhood. We
g are still working on a few behavioral issubgygékething being his
B overprotective attitude with Justin and mapbuaréngoing great with
him. | want to say thank you to all of the peopéped us with our
adoption, Riley was just what we needed. llbded swme pictures
so you could see how he is doing. Again, thamkghsb
Karlene and Justin

“My husband and | went to ARL looking for a@ee @ladur furry fam-
ily members died a couple months ago, Milteenaysar old orange
Tabby that we loved unconditionally and whenreadnleenber of our
family since he was a small kitten. The wbheké&iRdt €at house asked
us what kind of cat we were looking for adchesevtel did not want a
kitten, but instead we wanted an older caéthpébple and got along
. with other cats. As we entered the "adultseahbqueople friendly
% ~ones are not hard to spot --- they come to ystood@iveait more than
the others -- a two year old white Tabby wgghnoaekings named
Barry and a thirteen year old yellow long hamanadd "Big O" alias
- | Big Old Cat from its previous owner. Both catsbikegtup against our
ankles and asking us repeatedly for attentjomaBi@more sense
from a logic only practical view-point --- lo@imgges ymore the same age as our other cay, peaitthidér etc, but our hearts
told us to take Big O. He was thirteen yeadsvedddaeh not think it was right that he shodltispast days at the ARL cat
house when he could have another family thgitzevbird the individual 24/7 love he deserdedigir was validated as a
good one the first day we brought him homegieklyaadapted to his new family and he dmet timaletcat in the house are
never more than five feet apart. Big O giva$ylfiti dody tongue scrub baths -- whatnetherée about that. As for Big
O's new human family we could not be hapgiguitel¢hie talker and he is never shy aboubaséoty(no matter what you
are eating). He also spends almost every evieningp@gainst my husband's leg when hessidkair tvatching television.
He is now a permanent member of our family reneevyepdeased with our decision. PS next Satwadaypicking up Barry
for adoption too! We could not leave anothat gebohd (smile). Thank-you ARL for all tlhafoyanionals here in El Paso.”
Tom and Laura




Donations were received in memory of the following:

Robert Bothwell, Ruth Reynolds, Betty Bates, Alice Gault, Homer Jacobs, Maria Flamm,
Eunice Stokes, Federico Cortez-Pardo, Louis McKee, Jr., Coach Paul Fleming, David Sell, Bob Webber,
George Wayne Celum, David Baiily, Sr., Darrell Lewis, Henry Wolf, Bruce Litt, Esther Vinikoff,
Janice Wessling, Rita Nunez, Jerry Hallberg, Fred Kuhr, Jean Bassett, Jean Graves, Dr. Richard Thompson,
Ruth Connell Russell, George Fitzpatrick, Dr. Ira Budwig, Carmen Reid, Will P. Harvey,

“Charo” “Duke” “Hawkeye & Amber” “Meche & Muffin” “Pepper” “Lucy” “Blackie Girl” “Raggie” “Lorelei”
“Oliver” “Brandy-Mudslide” “Nikki” “Memo™ Tasha” “Willow” “Zeke” “Jenny” “Tessie” “Rocky” “Velvet, Sam and
Scampy”

Donations were received in honor of the following:

Anne Temple, Jeremy Gopin, Letty Medrano, Gary & Mireille Porras, Virginia Hooten, Sally Jameson,
Becky Young, Martha Cooper and Dr. Roger Vera, Victoria Hall, Lisa Archer, Howard Goldberg,
Jane Challender, Mary Walker and Grant Wease,

“Chloe” “Precious” “Oscar” “Willy & Ben” “Missy” “Sunny, Doobie and Mindy” “Goldie and OB” “Maji” “Gracie”
“Rocky & Daisy” “Sidney” “Cassidy and Caleb”

Very Special Thanks

Victoria Hall, Robin May, Tecma, Steve and Elodia Schuster, Marianne Campbell , St. Matthews School 6th
Grade Class, Bonnie Henson, Casey Carpenter & the Creep House, Punk for Pups, Mike Rampy, El Paso
Bicycle Club, Santa Teresa High School Nutrition Classes, Dr. Roger Freund, La Vina Winery, Dr. Patricia
Alcala and all the wonderful kids who help us through Scouting and School Projects

In an ongoing effort to save money, beginning in 2009, we will send acknowledgements of your tax deducti-
ble donations at the end of the year only. Please note that we will continue to send cards to those persons
and families immediately when a donation is made as a memorial or a honorarium. Why not also sign up to
receive your newsletter by e-mail? Just visit www.arlep.org and click on the e-newsletter tab !

Animal Rescue League of El Paso has a written policy agh@sale of our mailing list. It has been sharedenptist in
extremely limited circumstances and only when it heectly benefitted the animals in our care.

I'd like to help make a wonderful life for my friends! Please accept this tax deductible donation __or charge
to my Visa , MasterCard, Discover or American Express

Amount $ Exp. Date

Account # Phone:

Name on Card:

Address:

Signature

Mail to: Animal Rescue League of EIPaso B 0x 13055 ElPaso, TX 79913




Our First Reunion Walk !

We decided long ago, that we love seeing the pets that are
adopted from us. Each animal that comes through our
gates is special to us, and none are forgotten.

This year our first Reunion Walk event was held in con-
junction with Pets Alive El Paso’s Howl—O—- Wine event at
La Vina Winery.

It was great to see our adopted pets with their forever hu-
mans and we plan on making the Reunion Walk an annual
event. Thank you Tecma for the rope toys for the dogs.

And be assured that no pets were harmed during the event,
but several were embarrassed by their costumes !

Volunteers

We are a volunteer based organization and are so happy to have people give of their time to help us. Ori-
entation sessions are held the 1st Saturday of every month at our shelter at noon. Have questions about
our volunteer program? Just visit www.arlep.org and click on the volunteer tab. You can learn about our
programs and e-mail our volunteer coordinator the wonderful Alison Brown ! We wanted to say thank you
to some very special people who have volunteered 15 hours or more at our shelter and as foster homes:

Marcia Margherio, Suzy Graham, Terri Dunavant, Sheryl Thomason, Kay Dolder, Letty Medrano, Terri
Sierra, Heather Hall, Greg Gailbreath, LaWanna Lincoln, Amanda Hays, Candy Calderon, Monica Sa-
pien, Charlotte Rogash, Shirley Cook, Jan Volkman, Karen Weaver, Elli Wolf & kids, Susan Jones, Sally
Green, Richard Matterdorff, Jennifer Morzan, Glenda Herrin, Emmanuel Demmpaol, Elyse Gutierrez,
Dominik Ruiz, Carol Bowman, Adrienne Slinger, Stephen Madrid, Rosario Madrid, Meghan Pozzerle,
Rosemary Strain, Brandon Escareno, Ginger Escareno, Amy Smith, Ana Gonzalez, Angie Marosovich,
Suky Banda, Ann Kruzich, Sheila Davis, Deb Crouser, Adrian Santiago,Araceli McCoy, Argelia Barba,
Suzi Grizich, and to any we may have inadvertently left out, we say thanks !

Adopting a rescued pet ....This is an excerpt of a piece written by oredoptans & volunteers Sheryl Thomason.
To read the entire story about her adoptioaeyipieas/w.arlep.org and click on Adoptingesal Rescu

“These are the first older dogs we’ve takesays. bafore, we had adopted or bought puppissdititem. What they
were was a result of what they were born withdcaitibivhat we taught them. These are differename to us like a
spouse would, with baggage of their own. ditietenfexperience. Like a mate, you hawedomeagrovision for
where they have been and what they have been Yrwowegn shape and mold them, but it takes patlenore time
that it might with a puppy. But, you dorm@tvaandar them to grow up. So, it may noy take an patience after all.

I've watched people come to the kennel, ofteirfathilies, stroll past the pens and dedius tlog or that cat is the
right pet for them. Sometimes that workseou doftsn’t. To know that a pet is a goddafieymuspend time away
from the kennel and the barking of all thegsthefaiphave to give the animal a chanceitossedtiget to know you.
And, you have to have a chance to get to khangoiod, and his bad. Pets are like peoplihay thihhave strengths
and weaknesses. You need to know that yowvaralngelove your pet for who he is wittaall 86tinds more like a
marriage doesn't it? The thing about Jezallle#i¢lsind about Mickey is that they are bddvigigeanimals. We knew
that when we brought them home because wditoekdaheow them. If you are looking focargpeetion to share
your life, come take some time and build toadight



At the end of a wonderful life............

The bond that exists between pet and human is unlike any
other in the world. Two species who speak different lan-
guages yet communicate in ways deeper and more
instinctively than most humans do to each other.

And when the time comes to say goodbye and let go of
that special friend there is a sorrow and loss that will bring
even the toughest and strongest of us to our knees.

Although this poem was written in the words of a dog, it
could easily have been written by any pet that has known
the love and companionship of a human friend.

We do not know who wrote it and we do not print it here to
bring you sadness. But we believe that the words are
beautiful and meant to bring comfort.

To all those who have opened their hearts and their homes
to special friends and shared that special bond, there is no
greater love that can be experienced.

We believe that by loving a pet and learning from them, we
all become better people from having done so.

Thanks to our Staff

A very special thanks to our staff who work hard for little pay to
make sure that our animals are properly cared for, that each
person who walks through our doors is treated with respect and
for the work you do to ensure that every adopted pet finds a
permanent loving home. Some of you have been with us for a
long time and some are new, but we all know that our shelter
would not be what it is today without your help and dedication.

And to Loretta Hyde who has steadfastly been the voice of all
animals in El Paso for many, many years we thank you for tak-
ing the first step that started us on this path called rescue.

Thank you,
The Board of Directors

From A Grateful Dog

You're giving me a special gift,

So sorrowfully endowed,

And through these last few cherished
days

Your courage makes me proud.

But really, love is knowing
When your best friend is in pain
And understanding earthly acts
Will only be in vain.

So looking deep into your eyes,
Beyond into your soul,

| see in you the magic that will
Once more make me whole.

The strength that you possess

Is why I look to you today

To do this thing that must be done,
For it's the only way.

That strength is why I've followed you
And chose you as my friend,

Any why I've loved you all these
years...

My partner till the end.

Please, understand just what this gift
You're giving, means to me.

It gives me back the strength I've lost,
And all my dignity.

You take a stand on my behalf,
For that is what friends do,

And know that what you do is right,
For | believe it, too.

So one last time, | breathe your scent
And through your hand | feel

The courage that’s within you

To grant me this appeal.

Cut the leash that holds me here,
Dear friend, and let me run,

Once more a strong and steady dog,
My pain and struggle done.

And don’t despair my passing
For I won't be far away;
Forever here, within your heart
And memory I'll stay.

I'll be there watching over you,
Your ever-faithful friend,
And in your memories I'll run...
A young dog once again.




Santa Paws is coming !

Once again, we proud to be participating in the Santa Paws Photo promotion at the PetSmart on Sunland
Park Drive. Photos of your pet with Santa are $9.95 with $5 of the price benefitting our shelter. Hours are
10:00 am to 4:00 pm on the following weekends: December 5th and 6th, December 12 and 13th, and De-
cember 19th and 20th. We hope to see you there !

We need your vote !

Please help us by visiting this link and vatslieiter! With your help, we'll be entenggries with the grand prize of
$10,000 ! Please share the link with youbyremaail, facebook and twitter. With gosatlikeeyou and your votes we
could just be the lucky winner. Think ofrekttigimgs we could do to help the animadgaiia.oMou can vote one time
from each e-mail address and voting ends on iDgtembe

http://www.care2.com/animalsheltercontest/71188

Thanks from all your human and furry friendaldRéssue League of El Paso. We wouldn't be \aherew without
your support and friendship all these years.

A letter to Santa

Dear Santa,

My name is Dina and I'm only 5 months old. | haven't been a bad girl and I'm very sad, You see, my life
was just about to end and it hadn’t even really began. This is my first day at Animal Rescue League and |
don't really know what this place is all about. I'm so afraid because of what has already happened to me in
my short life before | came here, that | wouldn't even look up at the lady who just wanted to take my picture.

Santa, I'm not looking for lots of toys, or expensive gifts, all | really want is a home like the people talk about
here. They say a real home is where your wanted, loved, and cared about each and every day of your long
life. They say you'll be a real part of the family and the humans will understand how very lucky they are to
have you in their life. That’s all | want Santa and if you could help me find it, I'd be very thankful.

Sincerely,



Waiting for a wonderful life to begin....................




Midas the Great White Pyrenees

Who could imagine that being dumped with
a rope around your neck, dirty, hungry and
scared would actually turn out to be one of
the best days of your life.

You see, that day, | found my way to ARL
and knew once | came in the gates my life
was going to be better than it had ever been
before.

| was adopted by a very loving family and |
found my happy ever after life and have a
new dog friend to share it with, Nadia the
Malenois.

And as you can see, I've made myself right
at home. And now | too, have a wonderful
life !

PO Box 13055
El Paso, TX 79913



